20170121 EXODUS 1:1-6:1 "G'd Reaches Down to Man: A 
Study of Moses" 


"G'd Reaches Down to Man: A Study of Moses" Series: 
Torah "Lessons for Living: A Christian Walk through the Torah" by 
ULL Faber McMullen, Union Grove Baptist Church ©2017-2018 


SHEMOT Toran: EXODUS 1:1-6:1 


This Torah portion today shows us how much G'd 
El Shaddai wants to walk with each of us, having a 
| AM Ae ieininiae conversation with Him, and it gives us a glimpse of 
our inability to understand exactly how great G'd 
is. When I last taught from the Torah we were in 
the first chapters of the Book of B'Resheet (which 
you know as Genesis). You will remember my last 
teaching was on G’d's Covenant with Abraham. 
We then took a month off from our Torah Study as 
I taught about Thanksgiving and then we had our 
four themes of Advent: Hope, Love, Joy, and 
Peace. The chapters we missed are priceless. They remind us that Torah, which we 
mistranslate as "The Law" really means G’d's "instruction". 
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We missed one of my favorite stories in the Torah which is the story of Joseph. I like to 
call it the "Betrayal and Redemption of Joseph". I want to remind you that as Christians 
we mistakenly believe that "the law" refers to the 10 Commandments. We forget that all 
of the stories that we read such as Joseph are part of this body of scripture that we call 
The Torah. In these stories we see G’d's hand working in the lives of His people. 


As a child I read the story of Joseph and thought it was super-interesting. However, as an 
adult I read it differently. When I was a young man Sandy and I started a business. In 
time we took on some junior partners. In time we were betrayed by those younger 
business partners who wanted to have it all. They felt that we stood in the way of them 
becoming wealthy people; and they disposed of us. (along with my father who had helped 
to fund parts of the business). This betrayal was one of the great tests of my life. After 
this had happened, I was reading through the Bible and I read the story of Joseph. I now 
understood what Joseph had felt. I remember as I finished the story tears poured out of 
my eyes on to the pages of this old Bible I'm holding in my hand. The Torah told me 
what would happen to me, and it related to me how G’d wanted me to handle the 
circumstances that came into my life. It also instructed me that "all things work together 
for good for those who love G’d for those who are called according to His purpose" 
(Romans 8:28) Joseph said to his brothers, "You intended to harm me, but G’d intended 
it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives." (Gen 50:20) 


This is why I have entitled my Torah studies as "Lessons for Living". P1: The Torah 
gives us lesson after lesson of how we can live our lives in a way that is pleasing to G’d 
and it instructs us on how to become all that G’d intends for us each of us to be. Our 
study takes up this morning with Sefer Shemot (the Book of Exodus). P2: The Hebrew 
title for Exodus means the "Book of Names", and the book starts out by listing the names 
of all those who went with Jacob down to Egypt. The book is so much more than the 
story of the Israelite exodus (departure) from Egypt. 


Open your bibles this morning to Exodus Chapter 1 and follow as I read the beginning of 
our Torah portion, 


1 Now these are the names of the children of Israel who came to Egypt; each man and his 
household came with Jacob: ? Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; *Issachar, Zebulun, and 
Benjamin; *Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. * All those who were descendants of Jacob 
were seventy persons (for Joseph was in Egypt already). 6 And Joseph died, all his 
brothers, and all that generation. 7 But the children of Israel were fruitful and increased 
abundantly, multiplied and grew exceedingly mighty; and the land was filled with them. 
8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph! (Exodus 1) 


P3: Verse 8 is the beginning of the nightmare for the Children of Israel. We are told that 
a new Pharoah arose that didn't know or remember what Joseph had done to save not 
only Egypt, but the whole world from famine. Things got real bad real quick. The 
Egyptians put taskmasters over them, but the Children of Israel prospered in spite of it 
all. As you read the account, things get worse and worse. Fearing the prosperous 
presence of the Jews, Pharoah made a legal decree calling for the murder of all the baby 
Jewish boys. Into this political chaos we see Moshe (Moses) born. Chapter 2 gives us 
the facts: 


~, 2 And a man of the house of Levi went and took as 
/ wife a daughter of Levi. ?So the woman conceived 
and bore a son. And when she saw that he was a 
beautiful child, she hid him three months. * But when 
she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of 
bulrushes for him, daubed it with asphalt and pitch, 
put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the 
river’s bank. + And his sister stood afar off, to know 
what would be done to him. * Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the 
river. And her maidens walked along the riverside; and when she saw the ark among the 
reeds, she sent her maid to get it. °And when she opened it, she saw the child, and 
behold, the baby wept. So she had compassion on him, and said, “This is one of the 
Hebrews’ children.” We go on to learn that she named the child Moshe (Moses) which 
means "I drew him out of the water". 


1 The New King James Version. (1982). (Ex 1:1-8). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 


So through G'd's hand Moses is saved and is raised in Pharoah's court. Moses watches as 
Pharoah pours hardship after hardship upon the Hebrew people. Something now 
happens in the Bible that is a great shift. Remember that in Genesis we saw G’d doing 
things for the world. We saw creation. We saw the Abrahamic Covenant. We see a 
relationship of G’d dispensing things on mankind. P4: This is called Chesed in Hebrew. 
Genesis was all about Chesed. It is a term to describe God's love for mankind and God's 
special relationship with the Children of Israel. (Wikipedia)? 


=> P5: We now see God having a relationship with man. We know that at one time G'd 
walked with man in the Garden of Eden, but sin brought that closeness to an end. Yet the 
text tells us that Moses will be a person who will have a closer relationship with G'd than 
any other human being before or since. We get to listen as Moses has an ongoing 
conversation with G'd concerning the chaos and affliction into which he has been born. 


=> So what is the divine purpose of all of this affliction? What is the purpose of the 
suffering? The story of Moses teaches us that that in the furnace of affliction G'd takes 
away the dross and impurities of our lives, and he walks with us and talks with us as we 
go through these things to become ALL that He wills each of us to be. In the furnace of 
affliction God transformed Israel from a family into a nation. 


G’d wants to have a relationship with mankind. This is modeled in G’d's relationship 
with Moses. G'd first gets Moses' attention from a burning bush. G'd will then reveal His 
Name which embodies all of the mysteries of the Creator. Turn with me to Chapter 3 as 
we look in on the beginning of the conversation. 


3 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, 
the priest of Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the 
desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. ? And the Angel 
of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a 
bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, 
but the bush was not consumed. ? Then Moses said, “I will now 
turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn.” 
4So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called 
to him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” > Then He said, “Do not draw near this 
lace, Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.” 
© Moreover He said, “I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon 
God.’ G'd then commissioned Moses to deliver the Children of Israel from the 
suffering. Moses realized it might be hard to convince the people that G'd was in all of 
this. So he asks G’d, "Who shall I say sent me?" This is where things get really 
interesting. 

"14 And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the 
children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 


YAHWEH 
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YAHWEH-MEKADDISHKEM | YAHWEH-NISS! 
YAHWEH-RAPHA YAHWEH-JIREH 


This is where English translations fail the reader. This is the Hebrew imperfect tense of 
the verb Hayah meaning "existed" in Hebrew; ‘ehyeh is the first person singular 
imperfect form of the verb. By imperfect it means it is not finished or completed. It is 
expansive and unending. When Moses asks, G'd answers, "ehyeh ’aSer ’ehyeh"'. This 
means so much more than "I am that I am". It means "I caused it all to be and it is 
unfinished". "I am that I am". "I always was...I always am...I always will be". When we 
say the name "Yahweh" we are literally saying in the third person, "He who caused it all, 
who causes it all, who will cause it all, who is sufficient, and who will always be there in 
the midst of WHATEVER future trouble I might have." I once listened to a conversation 
between a rabbi and an atheist. The rabbi told him something like "Maybe it will help 
you to think of G'd as a verb." The rabbi was trying to explain what I'm using many 
words to explain. 

We cannot explain G'd because being finite beings we can't really understand G'd. 


G'd is telling Moses to tell the people that He is the kind of G'd that goes beyond 
adjectival description. He is the all-sufficient. This concept of G'd is so holy that many 
rabbinical scholars consider ''ehyeh"' , the first person form of the Tetragrammaton to be 
too holy to utter. We utter the third person as "Yahweh" or Jehovah (which is a 
contrived word). This led Orthodox Jews to refer to Yahweh only as HaShem (the 
name). 


The name that G’d gave Moses here is a future name. Not just in a future tense, but it's 
about the future. It's about G'd being outside of the limits of time and space. G’d doesn't 
change but man does. G’d is here sharing with Moses a tiny hint of what will be His 
revelation to mankind in the future. G'd is explaining His very essence. I would say in 
Jewish terminology that HaShem is telling Moshe that "I will be whatever you need me 
to be in the future". And that is the same message He is telling to each and every Christ- 
Follower. Wherever we are and whatever is our point of need, G'd is there for us. 


In Paul the Apostle's letter to the church in Ephesus, he tries to explain this mystery of 
G'd and he relates that as Believers in Jesus we can behold it. P7: He is telling us that we 
CAN uncover the mysteries of G'd proceeding from faith to faith in Jesus Christ. 


14 For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named, '® that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, '” that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in 

love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth 
and height— "° to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3) 


When we are in Christ we begin to walk with G'd as Moses walked with G'd. I want to 
take just a minute to analyze the transition through time that resulted in G'd revealing 
Himself to mankind in the form of Jesus. 


Hey W Hey In revealing His name to Moses, God was telling us 


\ | 1 Yud something about the future, our future. Years ago I was 
4 asked to give a short teaching to a group of kids in a 
TA | ] í | 5 basketball league at First Baptist Church. I was staring at 


and meditating on the name of God in Hebrew. As I did, I believe that I saw God's plan 
for all of history wrapped up in 4 little Hebrew letters. These little letters are His real 
name. 


4 Notice the letter to the far right. That is the letter Yud in Hebrew. Itis the 
tiniest of all of the Hebrew letters. When Jesus was talking to his audience in 
Matthew 5 He was giving them the assurance that not one "yud or tittle" would 
be erased from the Torah and the Prophets by His teaching. He was telling them that 
G'd's word was eternal. In time that Hebrew letter was nicknamed "the little Jew". It was 
tiny and seemed meaningless but it change the meaning of every word it touched. 


Now notice the next letter Hey. In ancient times that letter was a picture of a 
little person holding their arms up and out toward heaven. Itis the main letter 
in the word to praise. We know that in Hallelujah which means "Praise the 

Lord". 


kais Then we come to the third letter which is a Vav (Pronounced 
ai Ga "vahv"). This means "a nail" or "a peg". Itis used in Hebrew to 
f a y "fasten" one word to another. Itis translated "and". You would 
use it by saying for example "Faber vuh Sandy" meaning Faber 


and Sandy. 


And then of course we go back to the letter Hey which means to praise. So what is G'd 
telling us in His name. It could be a summation of all of man's story on earth. 


First came the Jews who knew G'd and lifted hands in praise to Him 

Then came the nail - the cross upon which the Messiah was lifted 

And now the whole earth praises His Holy name. That is world history. Itis HIS 
Story. 


You see Yeshua, our Jesus, is the Name Above all Names. He is Yahweh made flesh 
who dwelt among us. Paul said it gloriously in his letter to that little church in Rome, 


"6 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. !” For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by 
faith." 


You see the lesson today is that you may never understand exactly all there is to know 
about G'd, but He is ready to walk with you and have a conversation with you until you 
come into His glory. The righteousness of G'd is revealed to us in little steps of faith. 
Has He revealed Himself to you in any way this morning? Can you make another small 
step of faith to believe? 


Let us pray 


* I have written God as G'd in this sermon to show how it is written by Jewish Scholars 
to accentuate the holiness of God. 


Union Grove is one of the oldest Baptist communities of faith in the State of Texas dating 
back to 1844. Pastor Faber McMullen may be reached by email at 

uniongrove362 @ gmail.com or by snail mail at: 15301 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868 
Tel: 936-825-1227 


